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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteur"Baby, the first thing I need to know from you is do you believe I killed my father?"So 
begins Upstate, a powerful story told through letters between seventeen-year-old Antonio and his sixteen-
year-old girlfriend, Natasha, set in the 1990's in New York. Antonio and Natasha's world is turned upside 

down, and their young love is put to the test, when Antonio finds himself in jail, accused of a shocking 
crime. Antonio fights to stay alive on the inside, while on the outside, Natasha faces choices that will change 

her life. Over the course of a decade, they share a desperate correspondence. Often, they have only each 
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other to turn to as life takes them down separate paths and leaves them wondering if they will ever find their 
way back together. Startling, real, and filled with raw emotion, Upstate is an unforgettable coming-of-age 

story with a message of undeniable hope. Brilliant and profoundly felt, it is destined to speak to a new 
generation of readers.From AudioFileUPSTATE is a rare audio find whose voices linger in the mind long 

after its final chapter. The novel consists of letters passing between Natasha and Antonio, young lovers 
separated by distance and later by time and personal growth. When Antonio is sent to an upstate prison for 
killing his father, he must adjust to a different kind of life, and Natasha must continue hers without her first 
love. The story is compelling, especially since it's told from such personal points of view. What makes the 
audiobook particularly outstanding is the way Chadwick Boseman and Heather Simms bring the characters 

to life. Listeners can hear them grow and change letter by letter, thanks to Buckhanon's words and the 
narrators' talented voices. L.B.F. Winner of AudioFile Earphones Award AudioFile 2005, Portland, Maine-- 
Copyright AudioFile, Portland, MaineBooklistWith e-mail being used for everything from business memos 
and meeting reminders to tender love notes, the epistolary novel-- with a history stretching from the days of 

Samuel Richardson and Choderlos de Laclos' Liaisons Dangereuses to, more recently, Helene Hanff's 84 
Charing Cross Road and Alice Walker's Color Purple--seems to be burgeoning again. Buckhanon's foray in 

the format presents a decade of correspondence between Antonio, initially a teen arrested for murder, and his 
sweetheart, Natasha. Both from tiny, dark apartments in Harlem, they are passionately in love and lust but 
destined to walk very different roads. Eschewing Walker's more dialectal language, Buckhanon opts for 
writing that is best called "lite," suggesting New York City black speech but not so authentically as to 

compromise mainstream audience potential. Those aware of how unlikely success is for young women in 
Harlem and felons in and out of lockup might take issue with Buckhanon's somewhat sanitized depiction. 

Others may eagerly anticipate a TV adaptation of it. Whitney ScottCopyright American Library Association. 
All rights reserved 


