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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurAward-winning writer Paul Theroux draws upon personal experience of living in
Malawi in his eye-opening novel, about one man's return to an Africa he no longer recognises, The Lower
River. Decades ago Massachusetts salesman Ellis Hock spent four yearsin Africa- and the continent has
never left him. So when his wife walks out and his business goes belly up, Ellis turns back to the one place
in which he briefly found happiness.Y et returning to the village of Malabo shocks him. The school he built
isaruin. The people he remembers are poor, apathetic, hostile. The country labours as if under a great,
invisible burden. However, Ellisis determined. Thisis his escape, a paradise regained.But escape can be a
snare, atrap for the unwary . . .The Lower River is ahypnotic, compelling and brilliant return to aterrain no
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one has ever written better about than Paul Theroux: the tragic stage of modern Africa, AIDS-ravaged and
despairing in the face of creeping consumerism, greed and dependence.'Remarkable, admirable, riveting,
heartbreaking. A masterly, moving portrait of how Africa ensnares and enchants Guardian'Terrific writing.
Theroux's senses are always on full alert' Evening Standard'Powerful, vivid, shocking' The TimesTheroux
invests this very 21st-century journey into the heart of ennui with a caustic bite, like the snakes that pop up
throughout' Metro'The sense of menace is masterful. Theroux has never written a better novel' Sunday
TelegraphAmerican travel writer Paul Theroux is known for the rich descriptions of people and placesthat is
often streaked with his distinctive sense of irony; his novels and collected short stories, My Other Life, The
Collected Stories, My Secret History, The Stranger at the Palazzo d'Oro, A Dead Hand, Millroy the
Magician, The Elephanta Suite, Saint Jack, The Consul's File, The Family Arsenal, The Mosquito Coast, and
his works of non-fiction, including the iconic The Great Railway Bazaar are available from Penguin.Revue
de presse" Therouxs practiced hand in the matter of dialogue and scene-making is strongly in evidence....Itsa
particular kind of frightening fun to watch evil flexing and spreading its leathery wings, and really feel it.
The Lower River givesthe reader just that.” -- The New Y ork of Books"The Lower River isriveting in its
storytelling and provocative in its depiction of this African backwater, infusing both with undertones of
slavery and cannibalism, savagery and disease. Theroux exposes paternalism in Hocks Peace Corps
nostalgia, his sense of responsibility, almost a conceit of ownership. That sense of responsibility, and Hocks
modest contribution to the welfare of a people he was once genuinely fond of, has been replaced by a
harsher mode of operation, run by coldhearted contractors living apart in impregnable compounds. | have to
leave, Hock pleads. Im going home. To which the village headman replies, with chilling menace, Thisis
your home, father. " -- New Y ork Times Book



