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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurThe author of TV Book Club's SPIES OF THE BALKANS returns with a hugely
evocative thriller set in wartime Paris.Frederic Stahl, born of Viennese intelligentsia, ran away to sea at the
age of seventeen. Embarking in America, his matinee idol looks and Old-World charm took him to
Hollywood, and alife of movies and women. But by autumn 1939, the unease in Europe has spread even to
Stahl's glamorous enclave. War has been declared, and though bullets and bombs are yet to fly, his decision
to shoot afilm in Paris seemsill-advised. The Parisians know thisis their last spring and atimeto be
passionate. Soon after his arrival, Stahl is drawn into a clandestine world of foreign correspondents, exiled
Spanish republicans and, of course, spies of every sort. For as a celebrity from neutral America- who can
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travel across the continent freely - Stahl could be very useful indeed ... Returning to the Brasserie Heiniger,
and some of the colourful cast from THE WORLD AT NIGHT, thisis a headily atmospheric portrait of a
continent in the grip of The Phony War.Extraitthe necessity of reforming the church A Humble Exhortation
to the most invincible Emperor Charles V and the most illustrious Princes and other Orders, now holding a
Diet of the Empire at Spires that they seriously undertake the task of restoring the Church presented in the
name of all those who wish Christ to reign by Dr. John Calvin August Emperor, This Diet is summoned by
you in order at last to deliberate and decide, along with the Most I1lustrious Princes and other Orders of the
Empire, upon the means of ameliorating the present condition of the Church, which we all seeto be very
miserable and almost desperate. Now, therefore, while you sit for this consultation, I humbly beg and
implore, first of your Imperial Majesty, and at the same time of you also, Most |llustrious Princes and
distinguished gentlemen, that you will not decline to read and diligently consider what | have to lay before
you. The magnitude and weight of the cause may well incite you to an eagernessto listen. | shall set the
matter so plainly in front of you that you can have no difficulty in determining what part you must play.
Whoever | am, | here profess to plead in defense both of sound doctrine and of the Church. In this character |
seem at al events entitled to expect that you will not deny me audience, until such time as it may appear
whether | falsely usurp the character, or whether | faithfully perform its duties and make good what |
profess. But though | fedl that | am by no means equal to so great atask, yet | am not at all afraid that, after
you have heard the nature of my office, | shall be accused either of folly or presumption in having ventured
thus to bring this matter before you. There are two things by which men are wont to recommend, or at |east
to justify, their conduct. If athing is done honestly and from pious zeal, we deem it worthy of praise; if itis
done under the pressure of public necessity, we at least deem it not unworthy of excuse. Since both of these
apply here, | am confident, such isyour equity, that | shall easily approve my design in your eyes. For where
can | exert myself to better purpose or more honestly, where, too, in amatter at this time more necessary,
than in attempting, according to my ability, to aid the Church of Christ, whose claimsit islawful in no
instance to deny, and which is now in grievous distress and in extreme danger? But there is no occasion for a
long preface concerning myself. Receive what | say asif it were the united voice of al who either have
already taken care to restore the Church or desire that it should be restored to true order. On my side are
severa exalted Princes and not afew distinguished communities. For all these | speak though an individual,
so that it is more truly they who at the same time and with one mouth speak through me. To these add the
countless multitude of pious men, scattered over the various regions of the Christian world, who yet
unanimously concur with me in this pleading. In short, regard this as the common address of all who so
earnestly deplore the present corruption of the Church that they are unable to bear it any longer and are
determined not to rest till they see some amendment. | know with what odious names we are marked down
for disgrace; but meanwhile, whatever be the name by which it is thought proper to call us, hear our cause,
and after that judge what place we are entitled to hold. First, then, the question is not whether the Church
suffers from many and grievous diseases, for thisis admitted even by all moderate judges; but whether the
diseases are of akind whose cure admits of no longer delay, so that it is neither useful nor proper to wait
upon too slow remedies. We are accused of rash and impious innovation, for having ventured to propose any
change at al in the former state of the Church. What? Even if it has been done with good cause and not
imperfectly? | hear there are persons who, even in this case, do not hesitate to condemn us; they think us
right indeed in desiring amendment, but not right in attempting it. From them, all | would ask at present is
that for alittle they suspend judgment until | shall have shown from the facts that we have not been
prematurely hasty, have attempted nothing rashly, nothing alien to our duty, and have in short done nothing
until compelled by the highest necessity. To enable me to prove this, it is necessary to attend to the matters
in dispute. We maintain to start with that when God raised up Luther and others who held forth atorch to
light us into the way of salvation and on whose ministry our churches are founded and built, those heads of
doctrine in which the truth of our religion, those in which the pure and legitimate worship of God, and those
in which the salvation of men are comprehended, were in a great measure obsolete. We maintain that the use
of the sacraments was in many ways vitiated and polluted. And we maintain that the government of the
Church was converted into a species of horrible and insufferable tyranny. But perhaps these statements have
not force enough to move certain individuals until they are better explained. This, therefore, | will do, not as
the subject demands, but as far as my ability will permit. Here, however, | have no intention to review and
discuss al our controversies; that would require along discourse, and thisis not the place for it. | wish only
to demonstrate how just and necessary the causes were which forced us to the changes for which we are



blamed. To accomplish this, | must show that the particular remedies which the Reformers employed were
apt and salutary; not here intending to describe the manner in which we proceeded (for this will afterward be
seen), but only to make it manifest that we have had no other end in view than to ameliorate in some degree
the very miserable condition of the Church. Our doctrine has been, and is every day, assailed by many cruel
calumnies. Some declaim loudly against it in sermons; others attack and ridicule it in their writings. Both
rake together everything by which they hope to bring it into disrepute among the ignorant. But thereisin
mens hands the Confession of our Faith, which we presented to your Imperial Majesty. It clearly testifies
how undeservedly we are harassed by so many odious accusations. We have always been ready in times
past, as we are at the present day, to render an account of our doctrine. In aword, thereis no doctrine
preached in our churches but that which we openly profess. Asto contested points, they are clearly and
honestly explained in our Confession, while everything relating to them has been copiously treated and
diligently expounded by our writers. Hence judges who are not unjust must be satisfied how far we are from
every kind of impiety. This much certainly must be clear alike to just and unjust, that the Reformers have
done no small service to the Church in stirring up the world as from the deep darkness of ignorance to read
the Scriptures, in laboring diligently to make them better understood, and in happily throwing light on
certain points of doctrine of the highest practical importance. In sermons little else used to be heard than old
wives fables and fictions equally frivolous. The schools resounded with brawling questions, but Scripture
was seldom mentioned. Those who held the government of the Church had this one concern, to prevent any
diminution of their gains. Accordingly, they readily tolerated whatever brought grist to their mill. Even the
most prejudiced admit that our people have in some degree reformed these evils, however much they may
impugn our doctrine at other points. But | do not wish that all the profit the Church has derived from our
labor should avail to mitigate our fault, if in any other respect we have injured her. Therefore let there be an
examination of our whole doctrine, of our form of administering the sacraments, and our method of
governing the Church; and in none of these three things will it be found that we have made any changein the
old form, without attempting to restore it to the exact standard of the Word of God. All our controversies
concerning doctrine relate either to the legitimate worship of God or to the ground of salvation. Asto the
former, certainly we exhort men to worship God in neither afrigid nor a careless manner; and while we
point out the way, we neither lose sight of the end, nor omit anything which is relevant to the matter. We
proclaim the glory of God in termsfar loftier than it was wont to be proclaimed before, and we earnestly
labor to make the perfections in which his glory shines better and better known. His benefits toward
ourselves we extol as eloquently as we can. Thus men areincited to reverence his majesty, render due
homage to his greatness, feel due gratitude for his mercies, and unite in showing forth his praise. In this way
there isinfused into their hearts that solid confidence which afterward gives birth to prayer. In thisway too
each one istrained to genuine self-denial, so that hiswill being brought into obedience to God, he bids
farewell to his own desires. In short, as God requires us to worship him in a spiritual manner, so we with all
zeal urge men to all the spiritual sacrifices which he commends. Even our enemies cannot deny our assiduity
in these exhortations, that men look for the good which they desire from none but God, that they confidein
his power, trust in his goodness, depend on his truth, and turn to him with the whole heart, rest on him with
full hope, and resort to him in necessity, that is, at every moment, and ascribe to him every good thing
enjoyed, and testify to this by expressions of praise. That none may be deterred by difficulty of access, we
proclaim that afountain of all blessingsis offered usin Christ, from which we may draw everything needful.
Our writings are witnesses, and our sermons al so, how frequent and sedul ous we are in recommending true
...Revue de presseA pacy read with plenty of intrigue and glamour. (TELEGRAPH ARGUS)A pacy,
atmospheric spy story in the typical Furst style. (GOOD BOOK GUIDE)



